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For one thing, the gentleman from 

Texas (Mr. ROY) said that we should 
legislate for the real Americans, and he 
is going to speak for the real Ameri-
cans, not the people who live in Wash-
ington. I would hope he would reflect 
on that and issue an apology to the 
people of Washington, D.C. 

But it seemed that the logic of the 
argument was that the only people who 
live here are Federal employees, and 
they are different from the rest of 
America. 

Now, think about that for a second. 
In the first place, the overwhelming 
majority of Federal employees do not 
live in Washington, D.C. As far as I 
could tell, less than 8 percent of Fed-
eral employees live in Washington, 
D.C., which means 92 percent of them 
live in our States in the rest of Amer-
ica. 

Should those people be disenfran-
chised? Should people who work for the 
post office lose their right to represen-
tation in Congress? Should members of 
the Armed Forces be disenfranchised? 
The Supreme Court already said no in 
Carrington v. Rash. Check it out. 

So, the overwhelming majority of 
Federal employees don’t live in D.C., 
and the overwhelming majority of peo-
ple who live in Washington, D.C., and 
are the constituents of Representative 
NORTON are not Federal employees. 
They do other things. 

Yes, they are real Americans, too. 
They are bus drivers. They are school-
teachers. They are businesspeople and 
entrepreneurs. I mean, come on, get 
real, be serious, get out and meet the 
people in Washington. 

The gentleman from Georgia said 
Washington, D.C., was set aside in the 
Constitution as a Federal district, and 
that was echoed by the former judge 
from Texas. But here, our friends just 
advertised their unfamiliarity both 
with the Constitution and with Amer-
ican history. 

The Constitution does not fix the ge-
ographic site of the so-called seat of 
government, the district that is set 
aside for the seat of government. That 
is why after the Constitution was 
adopted, the capital was in New York 
for a while. It was in Philadelphia for a 
while. Before that, it was in Trenton, 
New Jersey. It was in Princeton. It was 
in Annapolis. We have a whole room in 
Annapolis set aside for where Congress 
met. 

So the idea that you can look up the 
Constitution and see the boundaries or 
the map of Washington, D.C., is just 
absurd. 

Now, does Congress have the author-
ity to modify the boundaries of the 
Federal district as proposed by Ms. 
NORTON? Of course it does. We voted to 
do that in 1846 at the behest of a couple 
hundred slaveholders in Virginia who 
were afraid that this Congress would 
follow the advice of Representative 
Lincoln from Illinois, who said abolish 
the slave traffic in Washington, D.C. 

b 1100 
And they were afraid it was going to 

happen, so Alexandria, Arlington, and 

Fairfax county were given back to Vir-
ginia, and it was perfectly constitu-
tional. And there is no legal authority 
to the contrary in any way. 

If we can modify the boundaries of 
the Federal District to placate a couple 
hundred slave masters from the 19th 
century, we can modify the boundaries 
of the Federal District to grant state-
hood and political equality for the peo-
ple of Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
965, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MURPHY of Florida). Pursuant to clause 
8 of rule XX, the Chair will postpone 
further proceedings today on motions 
to suspend the rules on which the yeas 
and nays are ordered. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

NATIONAL PULSE MEMORIAL 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3094) to designate the National 
Pulse Memorial located at 1912 South 
Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida, 32806, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3094 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL PULSE 

MEMORIAL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Pulse Memorial located 

at 1912 South Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida, 
32806, is designated as the ‘‘National Pulse Me-
morial’’. 

(b) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.—The national 
memorial designated by this section is not a unit 
of the National Park System and the designa-
tion of the National Pulse Memorial shall not 
require or permit Federal funds to be expended 
for any purpose related to that national memo-
rial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. SOTO) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, on June 12, 2016, a 

gunman shot and killed 49 people and 
injured 53 others in the Pulse nightclub 
shooting in Orlando, Florida. It was 
the single deadliest known violent at-
tack on the LGBTQ community, the 
deadliest violent attack in America at 
that time, and an attack on our Latino 
community, our African-American 
communities, and so many others. 

After this tragedy, our city came to-
gether. Doctors, first responders, and 
friends rushed to save the wounded; 
others donated funds, supplies, even 
their blood. Countless works of art, 
gifts, and letters were left at im-
promptu memorial sites paying tribute 
to the victims and survivors. 

We came together in candlelight vig-
ils across the globe to grieve and re-
member. We became truly Orlando 
Strong in the face of adversity for the 
whole world to see. 

As we continue to honor 49 angels, we 
remind the world that love will always 
conquer hate in the end. The designa-
tion of the Pulse nightclub as a na-
tional memorial honors the lives 
taken, as well as the survivors, first re-
sponders, and an entire central Florida 
community. Together, we will open 
minds and hearts and make the Pulse 
Memorial a national symbol of hope, 
love, and change. 

I thank my Orlando area colleagues, 
Congresswoman VAL DEMINGS and Con-
gresswoman STEPHANIE MURPHY, for 
joining me in leading this important 
bipartisan legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3094, offered by our col-
league from Florida (Mr. SOTO). 

A little over 4 years ago, on June 12, 
2016, the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 
Florida, became the scene of the worst 
terrorist attack on American soil since 
September 11, 2001. 

Forty-nine Americans died and 53 
were injured that terrible night at the 
hands of an ISIS-inspired coward who 
turned on the very country where his 
parents had sought refuge from the vio-
lence in Afghanistan. Instead of grati-
tude, he unleashed hatred and violence 
upon this country that had sheltered 
his family and made it possible for him 
to be born into a land of freedom and 
opportunity. 

The poisonous political ideology that 
infected and animated him in his at-
tack—and to which he pledged alle-
giance just before the attack—is a fa-
miliar nemesis to the founding prin-
ciples of our country. 
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